
April 12, 2016 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia, was held on April 

12, 2016, in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Danny Turner 

presiding. Council Members present included:  Danny Turner, Gene Teague, Mark Stroud and 

Sharon Brooks Hodge.  Staff present included: City Manager Leon Towarnicki, Assistant City 

Manager Wayne Knox, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Community Planner Susan McCulloch, 

Finance Director Linda Conover, Budget Analyst Mary Prillaman, Commissioner of Revenue 

Ruth Easley, Public Works Director Jeff Joyce, Senior Services Coordinator Betsy Pace, IT 

Director Esther Artis, and Police Chief Sean Dunn.  Vice Mayor Bowles arrived at 8:10pm 

Mayor Turner called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session.  In accordance with Section 2.1-344 (A) of the Code of Virginia (1950, and as 

amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Teague, seconded by Council Member 

Hodge, with the following 4-0 recorded vote: Council Member Hodge, aye; Council Member 

Stroud, aye; Council Member Teague, aye; and Mayor Turner, aye.  Council convened in 

Closed Session for the purpose of discussing the following matters: (A) Appointments to boards 

and commissions as authorized by Subsection1., (B) Discussion or consideration of the 

investment of public funds where competition or bargaining is involved where, if made public 

initially, the financial interest of the governmental unit would be adversely affected, as 

authorized by Subsection 6., and (C) Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff 

members, attorneys or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific 

legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by 

Subsection 7.  At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified 

that (1) only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed 

in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening 

the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.  On a motion by 

Council Member Hodge, seconded by Council Member Teague, with the following 4-0 recorded 

vote in favor to return to Open Session: Council Member Hodge, aye; Mayor Turner, aye; 

Council Member Teague, aye; and Council Member Stroud.  

Council Member Stroud made a motion to appoint Dr. John McCraw to the Patrick 

Henry Community College Board for a four-year term expiring June 30, 2020.  Council 

Member Teague seconded the motion, all Council Members voted in favor. 

Council Member Hodge made a motion to appoint Alicia Brown to the Comprehensive 

Services Act Community Policy and Management Team for a two-year term expiring December 

31, 2017.  Council Member Teague seconded the motion, all Council Members voted in favor. 

Following the invocation by Council Member Teague and Pledge to the American Flag, 

Mayor Turner welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
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Consider approval of minutes of the March 21, 2016 Neighborhood Meeting and March 

22 Council Meeting - on a motion by Council Member Hodge, seconded by Council Member 

Stroud, with a 4-0 Council vote in favor to approve, the minutes were approved as presented.   

Recognize local resident Patricia Via and daughter Telesa Via for their work in regard to 

the MLC Cancer Foundation – a video was played for those in attendance.  Council Member 

Hodge read the plaque presented to Patricia Via and Telesa Via.  Patricia Via thanked Council 

for the recognition and explained the award and the testing process to those in attendance.   

Presentation of proclamation recognizing April as Sexual Assault Awareness Month – 

Mayor Turner read the proclamation and Mary Jones, Citizens Against Family Violence 

Advocate was in attendance to receive the proclamation.  Ms. Jones thanked Council Members 

for the recognition and said sexual assault reports are prevalent in the community.  She asked 

residents to speak up if they see something going on. CAFV provides counseling and 

assistance to those who fall victim to sexual assault.   

 

Conduct a public hearing regarding a request from Gordon Metz for the abandonment 

of a section of Lester Lane and a remnant of a parcel acquired for the Liberty Street project – 

Susan McCulloch explained the abandonment request made by Mr. Metz, the 6-0 vote by the 

Planning Commission to approve the abandonment per staff recommendation and the 

stipulations required of the property owner.  Mr. Metz said he is trying to get the property “pad 

ready” for a future business and explained the process of preparing the lot.  Mayor Turner 

opened the meeting to public hearing.  No one approached the podium to speak.  Mayor 
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Turner closed the public hearing.  Teague made a motion to abandon the property on Lester 

Lane subject to conditions outlined in the document, Stroud seconded the motion.  All Council 

Members in attendance voted in favor.  Teague made a motion to abandon the 1,149sf 

remnant of a parcel acquired for the Liberty Street Project at end of Lester Lane; Stroud 

seconded the motion, all Council Members in attendance voted in favor.     

 

Set a public hearing as required under the exemption ordinance enacted in January 

2007 for consideration of the organization’s local tax exemption request – City Manager 

Towarnicki explained the exemption ordinance and requested Council Members set a public 

hearing for April 26, 2016.  Council Member Hodge made a motion to set the public hearing 

for April 26, 2016, Council Member Teague seconded the motion with all Council Members 

voting in favor. 
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Comments by members of City Council – Council Member Stroud said the Martinsville 

race has come and gone and said aside from cold temperatures it was a good weekend for 

Martinsville.  He said this spring in the City is prettier than years past and he thanked the 
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City crews for the trash pickup and keeping the streets clean.  Council Member Hodge 

congratulated Helen Howell for receiving an award from the National Society of Black 

Engineers.  Mayor Turner added that Ms. Howell would be recognized Wednesday April 19, 

2016 by the General Assembly.  He summarized his trip to the Japanese embassy in 

Richmond along with Vice Mayor Bowles.  He said it was a great honor to be included in this 

event.  Vice Mayor Bowles added that she and the Mayor met and networked with several 

important people at the Japanese embassy.  She and Mayor Turner also attended the second 

annual Don’t Count Me Out event in the community.    

Comments by City Manager – Leon Towarnicki said Monday April 25, 2016 will be the 

next Neighborhood Council meeting for Southside community at Fuller Memorial Church.  He 

spoke of the beautiful flowerbed in front of the municipal building and recognized Carrie 

Zimmer for her work and said she was assisted by some of the City inmates. He mentioned 

that the School Board work session scheduled for Thursday April 14, 2016 may need to be 

rescheduled due to a couple of Council Members and School Board Members scheduling 

conflict.   

City Manager FY17 Proposed Budget presentation – City Manager Towarnicki presented 

a PowerPoint to detail the FY17 proposed budget. Council Member Hodge asked if there could 

be studies to find out what impact the proposed meals tax increase would have on local 

restaurants.  Hodge requested details on how reducing the Finance Department staff would 

affect that department.  Stroud asked how many citizens use the Senior Services on a daily 

basis.  Hodge asked for confirmation that the Water and Sewer rate increase was $3.00 each 

and not a combined total. Bowles clarified for the citizens that most residents do not reach the 

4,000 gallon water usage minimum.  Towarnicki stated that twice as much work went into this 

budget than any other that he’s been involved in and thanked the City departments for their 

cooperation. He extended a special thanks to Linda Conover in Finance, Assistant City 

Manager Wayne Knox and the Human Resources Department.  He will let Council know when 

a decision is made regarding the April 14, 2016 work session.  There are also work sessions 

scheduled for April 19 and 21, 2016.  He asked Council to set the public hearing for April 26, 

2016 with second reading on May 10, 2016.  Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to set the 

public hearing for April 26, 2016.  Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with all 

Council Members in favor.  Hodge thanked Towarnicki for the hard work put into the budget 

preparation.  She asked if there was a dollar amount associated with the removal of the Senior 

Services program.  Towarnicki said he would get her a more accurate amount.   
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Business from the Floor (not televised) – Joe Martin, East Church Street – he’s been 

working with a group questioning the I73 corridor, those members request that they be added 

to a future agenda in relation to the I73 corridor concerns.      

There being no further business, a motion was made by Teague to adjourn the meeting, 

seconded by Stroud with all Council Members voting in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 

9:25pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Danny Turner 

Clerk of Council           Mayor  

  

 


